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Thursday 31st October 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We recognise that it has not been an easy start to the year for your children in Year 1, 
or indeed yourselves as their parents. There has been a lot of change already and a lot 
of questions which we have been unable to answer due to confidentiality.  
 
I am writing to you today to give you further updates on what will be happening in Year 
1 class moving forward. Unfortunately, Ms Riley’s absence is going to be more long term 
than we had originally anticipated, and she won’t be returning to St John’s before 
February at the earliest. We have therefore considered the situation very carefully and 
looked to find the best possible situation for the children now.  
 
Mr Thomas has been an amazing addition to our team and the children have really 
warmed to him. He came to us initially on a two day a week contract. He had very kindly 
stepped up into the full time position for us when Ms Riley was first absent, but this is 
something he is unable to do long term.  
 
We have therefore made the decision that Year 1 should have one full time teacher, to 
give them the stability, consistency and nurturing that they need and deserve. We have 
employed Miss Thompson to come and work with us full time in Year 1 as of next week, 
although she will be in the class both today and tomorrow to complete a hand over. 
 
Miss Thompson is an excellent teacher, with experience of working across a range of 
year groups. She is keen to get to know the children as individuals and as a whole class, 
and has already fit in very well with the staff team after joining us at the beginning of this 
week.  
 
As always, please do not hesitate to come and speak with myself, Mrs Read or Miss 
Jones as the Key Stage 1 phase leader. We completely understand your worries around 
this issue so far and will do everything we can to support you and your children during 
this transition to get the best outcome for them.  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Lindsey Hodgson 
Interim Head of School 
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