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8th January, 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to the end of week 1 of the national lockdown and partial school closures. It has been another unusual 

start to the term fuelled by further U-turns and last-minute announcements from the government. Their mixed 

messages and ambiguous guidance continues to breed uncertainty and anxiety amongst staff, parents and the 

general community.  It is therefore increasingly important that the school community works together and supports 

one another to stay safe and to educate the children as best as we are able to.  

 

Remote Learning 

Teaching and learning at St John’s has moved to a virtual classroom, Google Classroom. Google Classroom is 

accessed by both the children at home and the children in school. At St John’s, we are committed to ensuring that 

the educational provision for the children at school is mirrored for the children at home. The children at school are 

expected to access their learning tasks in the same way as the children at home, via Google Classroom. They are 

supervised and supported in the class by an adult, often the teaching assistant as this enables the class teacher to 

manage the virtual classroom. The class teacher, if onsite, delivers the same level of teaching input to the children 

at home as they do to the children in school. They are continuously looking at ways to develop their practice in the 

context of this new way of working.  

 

At 8pm on Monday evening, the nation was informed that schools would remain partially closed for at least 6 

weeks. Since this announcement, teachers have been sharing ideas on how to improve the teaching and learning 

provision to ensure that it benefits both the children at home and the children at school equally.  Over the next few 

weeks, class teachers will be adding more teaching elements to their Google Classroom. This might include staff 

working with small groups of children via Google Meets, or an increase in the number of live streams each week, 

or an increase in the number of the pre-recorded teaching videos available to the class. The teachers have adapted 

tremendously to the new teaching and learning requirements that are expected from them and I continue to be 

inspired by their enthusiasm and determination to develop their practice to better support all children.  
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What you can expect next week:  

 A suggested weekly timetable for your child, this will include learning objectives for tasks set on Google 

Classroom 

 Up to 3.5 hours of home learning tasks provided on Google Classroom  

 A daily video class meet/ teaching input available for the whole class  

 Daily registration for your child, please ensure your child attends this registration 

 Your child will receive individualised feedback on key learning tasks 

 Parental support from your child’s class teacher via Class Dojo. Whilst teachers are delighted to support 

parents, please be aware that writing responses to parental queries can take up a significant amount of teacher 

time. Please be mindful of your requests and be patient when waiting for a response.  

 

In development for the coming weeks: 

 Pre-recorded teaching videos by your child’s class teacher or teaching assistant (for example, teaching a 

calculation method in maths) 

 Group work with selected children and staff members arranged via Google Meets (for example, group work 

around a specific learning objective in guided reading) 

 An increase in the number of live streams available to the class via Google Meets (this might include teaching 

input to the whole class for English or an additional opportunity for the class to see their peers or an 

opportunity for the class to gather for collective worship)  

The remote learning policy is a working document, please show your support for the school and for the teachers as 

we continue to learn and develop our practice. We are always pleased to receive positive and helpful feedback and 

so far we have received excellent feedback from parents in all year groups.    

 

Attendance 

The attendance of children accessing Google Classroom has improved dramatically over the last week. We managed 

to reduce the absence by 80% and increase remote learning by 17%, which is incredible! Especially as we know how 

difficult it is for parents to support children learning at home whilst carrying out day jobs! If any parent needs 

technical support, including loaning IT equipment, please contact the school office.  
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Communication: 

 Class Dojo is the best way for parents to contact your child’s class teacher.  

 Emails sent to the school office admin@stjhv.islington.sch.uk can be directed to any member of staff. The 

school office are also able to answer many of your queries directly.   

 Phone the school office if you require an immediate or quick response. You can also call if you are awaiting a 

response to an email that has previously sent. If the phone lines are busy, either leave a message or call back 

later on in the day.  

We will do our best to get back to you as soon as possible. As you can imagine, the school receives hundreds of 

emails each week and if you feel that your email has not been answered within a reasonable time period (24- 48 

hours depending on the request) please send it again or call the school office to follow up. Due to st aff shortages, 

we are running at a reduced capacity and we apologise in advance if we do not respond to you as quickly as we 

would like to.  

 

Free School Meal Vouchers 

Free school meal vouchers are available for eligible families. The office will be liaising with these families. If you feel 

that you should have been contacted to receive a voucher, please contact the school office via email or by phone. 

If your circumstances have changed and you would like to know more about how to obtain a free school meal 

voucher, you can contact the school office who will help you. 

 

Critical Workers 

We have had a huge number of parents request school places for their child due to their role as a 'critical worker'.  

Whilst we would like to accommodate all pupils at school, the safety of the staff, pupils and community must remain 

a priority.  We are in another national lockdown; the safest place for everyone to reduce the risk of transmitting 

the virus in the community and individual chances of catching Covid-19, is at home. We are therefore appealing to 

families of ‘critical workers’ to reconsider their position to decide whether sending their child into school is 

absolutely necessary. 

 Is your work ‘critical to the coronavirus (Covid-19) and EU transition response’?   

 Do you have another adult working from home who can provide childcare? 
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 Do your working patterns mean that you require a school place for your child five days a week or can you 

reduce the days?  

 

Please help us to reduce the number of households mixing at St John’s and keep your child at home if you can; do 

so in a way that does not impact your work which is ‘critical to the coronavirus (Covid-19) and EU transition 

response’.   

 

Covid-19 update 

We still have several staff members unable to work as they are either recovering from a Covid-19 infection or have 

recently tested positive.  Please join me in wishing them all a safe and speedy recovery.  

Please continue to update us if your child, or a member of your household tests positive for Covid -19.  

Please do not send your child into school if they, or a member of the household has any symptoms of Covid-19, 

you must isolate at home.  

If you or a family member develops symptoms, you should isolate at home and get a Covid -19 test. More 

information about how to get a test can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 

 
 

As always, thank you for working with us and supporting us provide for 

the children. These are not easy times for any of us but by pulling 

together and by having faith, things will improve, and normality will 

return.  My thoughts and prayers are with all members of our school 

community during these challenging times. 

 
 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend, 

 

Mrs Read  
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