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27th November, 2020 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

It was wonderful to see so many of you attend the virtual Headteacher’s update meeting on Monday. We had an 

excellent turn out with over 70 participants. Hopefully we will be able to hold the next update meeting in person! 

 

Inclusion, Diversity and Unconscious Bias: Diversity Week 30th November 

Preparations are well underway for diversity week next week. Throughout the week the teachers and staff will 

facilitate age appropriate, child-led discussions in their classrooms in order to explore diversity in St John’s and the 

wider community.  Discussions around race, religion, sexuality, family dynamics, and gender will take place to ensure 

that every member of our school community is identified and feels a strong sense of belonging.  

 

My Story 

Staff will start the week by sharing their stories with the class. All children will then begin a home learning project to 

record their personal story which they can later share with the class. Please help your children with this project at 

home. More information will be sent out with the children next week.  Your child’s class teacher will also invite 

parents to share their story via Zoom if they want to. Please look out for more information about this next week.  

 

Cultural Dress Day: 3rd December 

On Thursday, all members of the school community can come into school in their own clothes to celebrate different 

cultures. This can include children and staff wearing full traditional dress or elements of traditional clothes or 

costumes from the different countries that make up their heritage.   

 

Covid-19 Update 

There have been no further cases reported in our school community. There have been a number of families who 

have needed to keep their children off school if they were showing symptoms of covid-19 or whilst a member of the 

household awaits a test result. Please notify the school if you need to keep your child off school and the class teacher 

will arrange for remote learning to be provided.  
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Self-Isolation  

If you, or a member of your household, or your child is displaying any symptoms of covid-19, please do not send them 

into school. Please follow the NHS link below if you have any other questions about when to self-isolate: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-

to-do/ 

 

Remote Learning Plan  

All Islington schools were asked to develop a remote learning plan. Our remote plan is put into action when a bubble 

closes or when a child needs to isolate at home. The remote learning plan is a working document, which will be 

updated to reflect changes in guidance or lessons learnt. The current plan has been attached to this email for your 

information.   

 

End of term festivities  

With only three more weeks now to the end of term, it’s time to start thinking about the end of term Christmas 

festivities! 

 

Christmas Jumper Day: will take place on Friday 11th December to raise money for Save the Children. The school will 

be collecting a £1 donation from children who wish to wear a Christmas jumper into school that day. The office will 

set up a payment option on Parent Pay to avoid children bringing in coins.  

 

Christmas Lunch: will take place on Wednesday 9th December. Christmas lunch will be served in the school hall and 

children will be able to enjoy their meal with their bubble group. If your child usually has a packed lunch but you 

would like them to have a Christmas lunch, please notify the school office.  

 

Christmas Parties: will take place this year, albeit a slightly different format than previous years in order to ensure 

that bubbles do not mix. Party bags have been organised by the school office and will be charged at £2.50 per child, 

payable via Parent pay. The school office will send information directly to parents. No child will be excluded on the 

grounds of cost. 
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Last Day of Term and Carols around the Tree: The last day of term is Friday 18th December and the school will finish 

for all children at 1.30pm.  

 

On the morning of Friday the 18th we are planning to have Carols around the Tree outside on the school playground 

for children. The children will be sat outside on chairs in their classes and will be socially distanced from other bubble 

groups. The Christmas tree will be brought outside and we play the carol music via an amp that can be brought 

outside. We would love for as many parents as possible to stay and participate (although this year it will have to be 

via the school fence on Conewood Street!).  

 

I hope that you all have a restful weekend.  

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mrs Tonnie Read 

Interim Executive Headteacher 
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