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   Friday 8th July 2022 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

It feels like a long time since I last wrote to you about what has been happening in the school. As always, we are as 

busy as ever! 

 

In the past two weeks, we have been completing our end-of-year assessments, tracking the children’s progress from 

the beginning of the academic year until now. I am pleased to say that regardless of the difficulties COVID-19 brought 

over the past two years, the teachers and the children have worked very hard to put those difficulties behind them 

and have done so well. It is with great pride that I share our excellent Year 6 SATs results, with 93% of our children 

achieving national expectation in Reading and GPaS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) and 97% reaching national 

expectation in Maths.  A huge well done to the Year 6 team, Mr Demiralay and Ruth for the dedication they have given 

this year.  

 

All children’s individual performances will be shared with parents in the end of year report. Reports will come with 

your children on Friday 15th July.  

 

Writing still continues to be a huge focus across the school. This is where we have been affected by Covid the most. 

This is not just St John’s, the picture locally and nationally is looking the same. Additional measures and changes are 

being made in the curriculum currently to allow for more opportunity for writing next year. I will talk more about these 

at the Headteacher’s update meeting on Monday 11th July at 9.30am in the main hall, please do come along.  

 

Pride 
Last week each class spent a session unpicking the question, ‘What is Pride?’ As a school, we discussed how pride is a 

celebration of people being proud of who they are. As a school, in central London, we are very diverse in many ways. 

The key message in all of the sessions that took place was that we are all different and we are all wonderful. As a 

school we decided, we wanted to live in a world where everyone can feel like they can be themselves and 

everyone should be allowed to be proud of who they are.  
 

French Day 
French day, also known as ‘Bonjour Day’ to some of our younger children, was a brilliant success last Friday. Judy was 

terribly nervous about taking full control of the reins this year, but she did an absolutely fabulous job as ever. I talk a 

lot about the ‘Above and Beyond’ experiences we provide for our children here at St John’s, and for me this is one of 

them. It was lovely to see so many parents, family members and governors come to volunteer on the day and I want 

mailto:admin@stjhv.Islington.sch.uk


St John’s Highbury Vale C of E Primary School 
Conewood Street, London N5 1DL 
Tel:  020 7226 4906 
E-mail: admin@stjhv.Islington.sch.uk 
Head of School: Mrs Lindsey Hodgson 
Executive Head: Mrs Tonnie Read 

 

    
 

to say massive thank you for doing that. It was also great to hear the volunteers discussing the clear progression 

between the year groups and how well the children did when it came to asking for the flavour ice-cream they desired 

the most.  

 

Prayer Week 
We have also been very lucky to be part of the Islington Deanery School Prayer Week this week, and to also have our 

very own prayer week happening, courtesy of some of our amazing parents. At the start of the week, each year group 

joined a live question and answer session with members of different faith groups. The theme was, ‘A Day in the Life of 

…’ and the children learnt about how different people from different faiths live in the world today. At the end of the 

week, we then had interactive sessions in classrooms and in Maberly Hall, with parents of the school around our school 

vision and the Christian faith. Another huge thank you to our parents who have volunteered their time to come and 

work with all of the children across the school over the past two days.   

 

Fun Run 
I had absolutely no intention of running in the Fun Run last Sunday at Highbury Fields, but somehow ended up doing 

it twice! Well done to all of those who took part and raised money through sponsorship for FOSJ. A big thank you to 

Elise and the FOSJ team for all of the hard work they put into organizing and setting everything up. We have been in 

touch with event organisers to ask if they would consider possibly changing the event to a Saturday next year to stop 

the clash that happens with Sunday morning mass.  

 

Lost Property 
Mrs O’Connor spent some time going through the lost property box this week and very kindly organised everything 

into age groups, placed them out on the benches in the playground for parents to take. There was still a lot of uniform 

left behind. Please, please can I ask that you add your child’s name into their clothing going forward so that this does 

not happen again. I am aware, school uniform is not cheap and children sometimes aren’t great at looking after their 

property. Anything not claimed by the end of the year will be handed over to FOSJ to sell on.  

 

Next week is due to be a hot one, please can I remind you to send your children in to school already with sun screen 

on, with full water bottles and a cap for their heads during breaks and playtime. I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  

 
 
Yours faithfully,  

Mrs Lindsey Hodgson 

Head of School 
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