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          Friday 17th June 2022 

Dear Parents & Carers,  

 

Firstly I want to apologise that I never got round to sending out an update letter last week. After all the fun of the 

Jubilee party on Friday, and the huge clean-up operation, I just didn’t have time. So, this week’s newsletter is a 

reflection of the last two week and particularly, Friday’s Jubilee celebrations.  
 

I must start by saying it takes a lot of organisation, planning and effort from the whole school to pull off something 

like we did on Friday. The whole week had been devoted to spending time learning about our current Queen 

Elizabeth and her life, achievements and responsibilities over the past 70 years. Within the week teachers followed 

their art curriculum with a specific twist so that the outcome was Jubilee themed and could be displayed in a whole 

school gallery. The outcomes were amazing! I was so proud walking around the hall on Friday morning at the 

fantastic pieces of work the children had produced, led by the teachers and teaching assistants. Here are some 

examples below. We have crowns created by Reception class, the Commonwealth flags created by Year 1, The 

Trooping of the Colour by Year 3, clay tiles on the fireplace by Year 5 and Buckingham Palace by Year 5. 
 

             
 
The next highlight of the day was of course the food. Again, each 

class was involved in making some food to feed the whole school at 

the picnic. Different classes made different foods to share such as 

cucumber sandwiches, sausage rolls, cheese and pineapple sticks, 

cupcakes, flapjack and many more lovely treats. The kitchen staff 

provided us with pizza, crudités jelly and ice-cream. It was lovely to 

see the children’s faces when they came to the buffet and they saw 

the food that they had made and contributed to the picnic.  

Then we had some real fun; eating, singing, dancing and of course 
the cake competitions! 
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A huge well done to all of the children who entered the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee British Bake Off. There really were some wonderful designs and I 

know Judy really struggled to choose a winner, but she did eventually and 

that winner was Rebekah from Year 2. Here she is with her deign brought 

to life.  
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There was also a staff Queen’s Platinum Jubilee British Bake Off. I absolutely sear it wasn’t a fix! Well done to all of 

the teachers who took the time to bake a cake, I know a lot of us were wondering what on earth we had agreed to 

at 10pm on the Thursday evening before the party.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It really was a brilliant day! There was a real sense of fun and community. It was lovely to see so many of you come 

and join in with us. There were many lovely words from the children over the course of the day, who were clearly 

having a lot of fun. My favourite was from Jack in Year 1, ‘Mrs Hodgson, this is the best lunch time ever!’ These 

occasions, where we work together to make something really special for a really unique celebration, are the ones 

the children will remember forever. I could not have asked anything more of my staff last week. The team work 

was amazing, they all saw my vision for the week and completely bought in, making it the brilliant success it was. 

Edita will be putting all of the photographs from the day on the school website, do take some time to have a look 

through them.  

 

A huge thank you also to Anna Sharp and family, who bought and donated a copy of 

the book Our Faithful Queen – 70 Years of Faith and Service. Each family within the 

school should have received a copy. A very generous gift! 
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End of Term  
A reminder that the end of the summer term is Thursday 21st July, at 1.30pm. As the school was already on half 

term break when the extra bank holiday took place for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, a change to the regulations 

was made to allow maintained school to close at another point within the academic year, to give the staff and 

students an extra day off. As a staff team we choose to take Friday 22nd July. As we always finish half a day at the 

end of every term, we will do so on the 21st also. This means there will be no Kidz Club available on that day.  

 

Lost Property  
We are only at week two of the half term and already our lost property bin is over spilling. We have over 200 

children here at St John’s and many of them seem to misplace items of their school uniform regularly. The main 

problem is, their clothes have no names in them. Please parents, we know how much school uniform costs, it is not 

cheap. Make sure your child’s uniform has their name in it. That way, when we are emptying the lost property 

basket, we can deliver the clothing back to its rightful owner. 

 
Absences 
At the end of last half term and the beginning of this, once again we had large numbers of children absent from 

school. On the advice of Islington’s Engagement and Attendance team, going forward if a child is absent within the 

last week of term or the first week at the start of the term, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised, unless 

medical evidence can be provided to roove that the child was unwell.  

 
Gardening Club 
Our children are desperate to get into the small garden at the back of the school and make it more user friendly. 

We used to have a team of parents who would come and run gardening club for us on a Friday lunchtime, before 

lockdown. Are there any keen gardeners out there, who would be willing to offer up some time to run a gardening 

club with some of our children? If you are interested please speak to me at the gate or contact the school office.  

 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 
 

 

Yours faithfully,   

  

Mrs Lindsey Hodgson  

Head of School  
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