
St John’s Highbury Vale C of E Primary School 
Conewood Street, London N5 1DL 
Tel:  020 7226 4906 
E-mail: admin@stjhv.Islington.sch.uk 
Head of School: Mrs Lindsey Hodgson 
Executive Head: Mrs Tonnie Read 

 

    
 

 Friday 17th December 2021 
Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

 We are ending the last week of term in a very different way to which we started it. I hope that you can see by this 

week’s newsletter that the children managed to have a lot of fun in their Christmas parties on Monday and Tuesday, 

and that we really did try hard to make sure they were immersed in lots of Christmas cheer while we could.  

 

Thank you to parents and carers for supporting the children in the smooth move to online learning on Wednesday. 

It was brilliant to see the level of engagement on line the past few days and that the children’s sprits were still high.  

 

Unfortunately, we have very much felt the effects of COVID-19 again in our school community this week with a 

large number of pupils, parents, staff and other stakeholders having been affected. This has been another extremely 

tough term for all involved in school. We have had the pressures and anxieties over having the COVID-19 protective 

measures right in school, children and staff having to isolate when unwell, covering missed content from previous 

years, the pressure from the government to ‘catch the children up’ and the impending Ofsted inspection. But, 

through all of that, we have achieved so much this term. There is so much to be proud of. Our staff have done an 

amazing job in keeping the children learning and making sure they have made progress. Not only is there evidence 

of progress academically, but our children have thrived in each other’s company, working together and growing 

together. The have worked hard on their learning behaviours and adapting to the challenges of ‘catching up’ on lost 

time from previous lock downs.  

 

We do not yet know what January will look like, it seems uncertain once again, and as ever, will wait to receive 

guidance from the government. We are very much hoping it will be business as usual and we will see everyone back 

at school on Wednesday 5th January, but I will be in touch at the beginning of January with any changes if needs be.  

 

Community is vital to us thriving, and even through restrictions, measures and mitigations, however far away it 

might feel, it is still there. A glimpse of light shining through the dark.  
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I hope you all manage to have a wonderful Christmas and stay safe. And I wish those of you who are currently 

unwell a speedy recovery.  

 

Yours faithfully,  

Mrs Lindsey Hodgson 

Head of School 
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