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          Friday 13th May 2022 
Dear Parents & Carers, 

It has been two weeks since I last wrote to you and so much has happened in that time. First and foremost, St John’s 

Highbury Vale were declared the winners of the Beat the Streets competition! We now have our official certificate 

to prove it, and an assembly arranged with the organisers next week, where we hope to receive our 1st place prize.  

 

 
 
Last week, parent’s evenings were held for all year groups. As a school, we have been so proud to see the efforts 

and achievements the children have made in the spring term. Our assessments from the spring term showed us 

that 100% of girls at St John’s made progress in their reading, 98% of boys made progress in their reading and 100% 

of our EAL (English as an additional language) learners made progress in reading too. Those are pretty impressive 

results! I hope you managed to make an appointment to see your child’s teacher and discuss their individual 

learning. I would like to invite you all into school on Friday 1st July, from 3.30-4.00pm, for open classroom. This is 

an opportunity for you to look at your children’s books and see some of their learning from over the summer term.  

 
This week, Year 6 have completed their Key Stage 2 SATs. It has been four intense mornings of the children showing 

what they can do in English grammar, spelling and reading tests, as well as a maths arithmetic paper and two maths 

reasoning papers. The children have worked so hard this week and really made me proud. A huge thank you to both 

Mr Demiralay and Ruth for getting them to this point; what a difference a year makes! Also a huge thank you to all 

staff involved in supporting the children through the tests this week, it’s been a real team effort for the children.  

 
PE Kits  
Just a reminder that we do have a school PE kit we expect the children to wear on the days they have PE. This 

consists of a yellow T-shirt (with or without a St John’s logo) navy or back shorts, or in colder temperatures navy or 

black tracksuit bottoms. We have a lot of children wearing their own branded sports clothing to school for PE and 

this is not part of the school uniform. Team points will be deducted for the incorrect PE kit or no PE kit from next 

week.  
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Mental Health Awareness Week 
Ironically, Mental Health Awareness week fell on the same week as the Key Stage 2 SATs, so we did not do anything 

to mark it. Instead next week, we will be having a whole school assembly to look into ways of keeping ourselves 

mentally healthy. The Key Stage 2 classes (Year 3 to 6) will also each take part in a workshop on Thursday, where 

they will delve further into what mental health is.  

 
RSE Meetings  
A reminder to all parents that the Relationship and Sex Education resources will be available for you to look through 

on the specific dates below for specific year groups. I would really encourage you to take the time out to view the 

resources so that you fully understand what your child is being taught at school and you are prepared at home to 

support them with this and answer any questions they may have.  

 
Monday 16th May  - Year 5 

Tuesday 17th May - Year 6 

Wednesday 18th May - Year 2 

Monday 23rd May - Year 4 

Tuesday 24th May - Year 3 

Wednesday 25th May - Year 1 

Thursday 26th May - Reception  

 
Walk to School Week 
Next week is National Walk to School week. It is a five day challenge trying to encourage children to not only 

understand the importance of walking to school for exercise, but also how walking to school also has a positive 

effect on our environment. Last year, a record number of over 350,000 pupils across the UK took part! I hope that 

many of our St John’s families will join in this year too.  

 
Kidz Club 
Just a reminder that there will be no Kidz Club on Friday 20th May and Friday 24th June. Kidz Club has been cancelled 

on these days due to the Key Stage 2 Disco being held in the main hall and the Summer Social, which will use all of 

the playground space. Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.  

 
 
Yours faithfully,  

Mrs Lindsey Hodgson 

Head of School 
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