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Friday 12th March 2021 
Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

What an amazing week in school we have had! In fact, the best in as long as we can remember. It has been so 

lovely to walk around the school and see happy faces wherever I turn. It has been great to hear the children 

playing together in the playground and seeing them enjoy their time with their friends again; they have all clearly 

missed each other. It has also been wonderful to talk to teachers this week too, and hear how impressed they are 

with some of the work the children have been producing. The resilience and ability to adapt in the weeks the 

children were at home, is even clearer now they are back in the classroom. The children have also embraced the 

strategies we have put in place to support their mental health and wellbeing. They have really taken to the 

journaling for reflection at the end of each day, and are using the added circle time sessions to have real in depth 

discussions around their worries and concerns. The week was extra special as we were able to celebrate World 

Book Day together. Well done to all involved in the spectacular outfits we saw yesterday.  

 
Lateral Flow Testing 

You may or may not know, that all staff at St John’s (like all other primary schools in England) now have access to 

lateral flow tests, which we carry out twice weekly. As parents and carers of primary aged children, you are also 

entitled to twice-weekly tests, should you wish to have them. You can collect these from your nearest local test 

site, order the home test kits online or have a test done at a walk in test site. Gov.co.uk has a list of local test sites, 

where you may need to book an appointment beforehand. Primary aged children are not expected to carry out 

regular tests.  

 

School Snacks and Water bottles 

A reminder that only healthy snacks are allowed in school for play times and packed lunches. There have been a 

number of instances in the past week, where sugary cereal bars and crisps have been seen on the playground at 

playtime. To help support the school’s current COVID-19 risk assessment and keep the children safe, please make 

sure your children are coming to school with a water bottle every day, as they will need to take them into the hall 

at lunch time.  
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Easter Prayer Day  

On Monday 29th March, the children will be taking part in an Easter prayer day at school. We are making links 

across our community by sharing collective worship that day, via zoom, with the other eight deanery schools in 

Islington. We are looking forward to feeling like part of the wider community again. 

 

Easter Bonnet Parade 

As a St John’s favourite, we have decided to go ahead with our Easter Bonnet parade this year. Weather 

permitting, the parade will take place on the school playground on Wednesday 31st March. Unfortunately, parents 

cannot attend, following the current COVID-19 risk assessment we have in school. We will endeavor to take plenty 

of photographs and have them put on the school website for you to enjoy.  

 

Messages of Hope 

Hopefully you have all now received the letter from Mrs Read, advising that the balloon release was cancelled for 

today. However, instead, next week each child will be given a stone in which they can decorate and attach a 

message of hope. We will be walking around Islington over the week, and leaving these stones in places for people 

to find them. The same idea applies, that hopefully people will see the messages of hope and get back to us as a 

school, to share some with us.  

    

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs Lindsey Hodgson 

Interim Head of School 
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