Reception parent forum

Today’s Agenda
•
•
•
•
•

Structure of our day
Curriculum
Writing in EYFS
Reading and phonics in EYFS
Maths in EYFS

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

9.00-9.30

Phonics (RML)

Phonics (RML)

Phonics (RML)

Phonics (RML)

Class/Achievement
Assembly

9.20-10.30

English
C&L
Continuous provision

English
C&L
Continuous provision

English
C&L
Continuous provision

English
C&L
Continuous provision

English Topic related
C&L
Continuous provision

Story time
C&L
Break
Maths carpet time
Maths focus groups
and continuous
provision

Story time
C&L
Break
Maths carpet time
Maths focus groups
and continuous
provision

Story time
C&L
Break
Maths carpet time
Maths focus groups
and continuous
provision

Story time
C&L
Break
Maths carpet time
Maths focus groups
and continuous
provision

Story time
C&L
Break
Topic
Understanding the
world

12-1

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

1.00 - 1.30
1.30-2.15

RML Reading

RML Reading

RML Reading

RML Reading

Continuous provision
C&L
M
UW
EAD
PD
PSED
Continuous provision
C&L
M
UW
EAD
PD
PSED

PPA
Music
EAD
PSED
C&L

Dough disco
PD
RE
input

Dough disco
PD
PSHE
input

RE activities

PSHE activities

Christian Values
(possible intervention
time)

Singing Assembly

Clergy
(possible intervention
time)

Key Stage
Assembly/Prayer
Circle

10.30 – 10.45

10.45-11.00
11.00 - 12.00

2.15-3.00

3.10-3.25
Collective Worship

PE
PD
PSED
C&L

Continuous provision
C&L
M
UW
EAD
PD
PSED

How do we deliver the curriculum?
• Adult led
• ‘Continuous Provision’
(themed and differentiated)
• Challenges
• Child led

Statutory Changes
•New Educational Programmes
•Revised Early Learning Goals
•No more statutory moderation
•No more exceeding
•Oral Health

There are several changes to the content of the early learning goals (ELG), notably:

•

Under Communication and Language ELGs, Listening and Attention and Understanding ELGs
have merged to become Listening, Attention and Understanding.

•
The ELGs under the Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) area of learning
have been reorganised under the headings: Self-Regulation, Managing Self and Building
Relationships. These ELGs were formerly Managing Feelings and Behaviour, Self-Confidence
and Self-Awareness and Making Relationships.
•
Under the Physical Development area of learning, the ELGs have become Gross Motor Skills
and Fine Motor Skills. What was called the Health and Self-Care ELG has been absorbed
within the PSED Managing Self ELG.

•
The Mathematics ELGs are now Number and Numerical Patterns. There is no longer a Shape,
Space and Measure ELG.
•
There is no longer an ELG for Technology, with Understanding the World now focusing
children’s understanding of Past and Present, People, Cultures and Communities and The
Natural World.

Tapestry
• In school we use the online package ‘Tapestry’ to record evidence of Continuous Provision
activities
• We have an added ‘Parent Share’ package
• This allows parents to view the observations we have made of your child at home, including
photographs, with a short description of the activity or outcome and the area of learning it
relates to.
• Through parent share you can also make contributions to your child’s learning journey by
sending in photographs of the things your child has achieved at home.

• Please note you can not communicate with the teacher
regarding general enquiries through parent share.

Writing in the Early Years

Early Years – a Look at Writing

Expectations in Writing – end of EYFS (age 5)
At the end of the Reception year a typical chid will have achieved the following
Early Learning Goals with regard to writing:
•Literacy (Writing) - Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their
spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences which
can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically
plausible.
•Physical Development (Moving and handling) - Children show good control and coordination in
large and small movements. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for
writing.

•Communication and Language (Speaking) - Children express themselves effectively…They
develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.

Developing Early Writing Skills
Before putting pen to paper… building gross & fine motor skills

• Getting Started…Gross motor skills
• Learning to write is closely linked to a child's physical development. Before children can control the muscles in their

hands, they need to develop their gross motor skills (those that need large or whole body movements). This means
the chance to run, climb, balance, throw, push, pull and swing their arms.
Gross motor skills activity ideas:
• use ribbon sticks to make large circular and zig zag movements in the air

• swing and hang from climbing frames
• lift and move heavy objects
• paint with large rollers and brushes on a vertical surface (like a wall or easel)
• marching to music
• anything that encourages children to stretch their arms above their heads.

Gross motor skills in the Early Years Environment
At St John’s, there are a range of activities available to children on a daily basis that support
gross motor development. These include opportunities both indoor and outdoor:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bikes and scooters
Playtrail
Parachute games
Softplay
Ball games
Mud kitchen
Mark making
Dough disco
PE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-IfzeG1aC4

Fine motor skills in the Early Years Environment
At St John’s, there are a range of activities available to children on a
daily basis that support fine motor development
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Playdoh area
Dough disco
Pegboards (maths area)
Matching using pegs
Cutting activities
Mark making
Indoor and outdoor areas
Continuous access
Independent access

Fine motor skills

By handling objects, children strengthen their hands and fingers, so that
they can grip a pencil and develop control over it.
Fine motor skills and hand strength activity ideas:
•use small droppers to drop water on to a target
•use a spray bottle to fire water on to a target
•screw up small pieces of paper
•open and close zip lock bags using index finger and thumb
•squeeze sponges to move water from one container to another
•pop bubble wrap
•push pipe cleaners through the holes of a colander
•prod, poke, squeeze and roll play dough or push it through a garlic press
•pick up small objects and put them in compartments or a cupcake tray
•twist and open containers with lids.

Pencil grip
PD-MH 22-36 months Beginning to use three fingers (tripod grip) to hold writing tools

‘Pencil grip: Children who are developing strange pencil grips do so because they are desperately looking
for a way to control their movements. The grip used by young children will usually improve as their hand
movements become more controlled... It is quite hard to change pencil grip in older children and, so long
as the grip works for the child, it is often best to leave it.’ (Making their mark – children’s early writing)

Mark-making, writing and language
The first step on the writing process is to make marks, of any description
using a range of media. When young children first start to scribble, it's simply
a physical activity. But through interactions with adults, they'll learn that these
marks have meaning and can convey thoughts and feelings. It's helpful to
talk to children about what they've produced as it gives them confidence to
experiment more with mark making and extends their understanding of how
writing works.

Towards Letter Formation
Having made meaningful marks the next step in the writing process is to refine those
marks and practise making a range of patterns and shapes.

Forming letters will follow next. One of the first things a child will write is their name.
To avoid developing bad habits (which are hard to break!) please help your child learn
to spell their name with a capital letter only at the beginning. Try to model the correct
formation of the remaining letters.
Praise any attempts to write – it is a big step!

What you can do at home
• Messy play – corn flour & water to make slime, mark-making in hair conditioner,
tweezers/ spoons to collect pasta, buttons, beads, rice….the list is endless!
• Creative – painting, drawing & colouring

• Outdoor play – climbing, digging in the mud & throwing & catching games.
• Big scale mark-making – chalks on the floor, buckets of water & large paint brushes or
rollers.
• Writing shopping lists together to take with you – can your child read their own writing
and tick items off the list as you find them?
• Writing cards, diaries and invitations to friends and family – it is important that writing has
a purpose.

• Mark-making with meaning – can your child talk about the marks that they make?
• Swapping hands & pencil grip – show your child how a pencil should be held & gently
encourage this…every child will be ready for this in their own time.

Applying phonic skills
As children develop their phonic awareness they will begin to ‘segment’ to spell words.
This involves picking out the individual sounds in a word and writing them. We begin
with short words (usually CVC) which are within the child’s experience.
Children will usually hear the initial sound in the word first. They usually hear the final
sound next and then the medial sound. They will then begin to segment CCVC/CVCC
words.

c
f

a
r

t
o g

Common Exception Words.
In addition to using their phonic knowledge to write words, children are also required
to accurately spell ‘some’ common irregular words (Common Exception Words). These
are words that do not follow a phonetically regular pattern eg ‘the’ ‘we’ ‘some’ etc (key
ring words) so can’t be segmented in the same way regular words eg ‘cat’ can be. The
spellings of these words therefore need to learnt.
When your child is ready, we will send a few words home each week to practise
spelling.

Captions and Sentences

When children are secure with segmenting words, they will begin to write simple
captions e.g.

A cat and a frog.
As their phonic knowledge and confidence develops they will write longer and more
descriptive sentences e.g.

The fluffy cat is sitting by the green frog.

Developing ‘Talk for Writing’
Before a child can write a sentence, they need to be able to ‘speak’ a sentence.
Developing communication and language skills is therefore significant to developing
writing; this is commonly referred to as ‘talk for writing’.
Children are regularly encouraged to speak in full sentences and to broaden their
vocabulary through the range of experiences we provide in school and those they receive
at home.

Please encourage your children to talk in full sentences at home as much as possible. Ask
lots of questions and encourage your child to expand on their answers.
‘Helicopter Stories’ is another strategy we have adopted in our Early Years to develop
creative thinking and story telling, which supports writing development.

‘Write with Me’
Parent Support Leaflets

Early
Mathematics

Children learn best when…
• Maths is practical
• Maths is fun
• Maths is used as part of their own play or
a game.
• Maths is purposeful.

Mathematical vocabulary is so
important!
Full
empty long short longer
shortest more less same subtract
take-away total count add
2D shapes 3D shapes sides corners
And more…..
Use some of these words with your
children during play.

What you can do at home…
• Singing number songs e.g 5 little ducks, 10 green bottles etc – YouTube have lots of
videos to watch and sing along to!
• Practical maths – counting items into a shopping basket, adding small quantities of
coins together, sharing toy food at a teddy bear’s picnic etc.
• Play should include opportunities for size, shape, capacity, number and simple
addition and subtraction vocabulary.
• Remember to write down significant learning on a WOW moment!
• Board games
• Online games exploring number, shape and more!
• Playing I spy whilst on walks out and about – which shapes or numbers can you see?
Number plates, numbers on buses etc are great for this.
• Baking – support your child in reading numbers for ingredients, counting spoon fulls
into a bowl, timing the baking of cakes etc.

Writing Numbers
• A very tricky skill!
• Although children are not required to form numbers in
Reception class, we would encourage children that are ready
to begin this.
• It is an essential skill that can help with their number
recognition and ability to represent numbers in a variety of
ways.

