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Thursday 10th November 2022 

Dear Parents and carers,  

 

What Is Cyberbullying 

Cyberbullying is bullying that takes place over digital devices like cell phones, computers, and tablets. 

Cyberbullying can occur through SMS, Text, and apps, or online in social media, forums, or gaming 

where people can view, participate in, or share content. Cyberbullying includes sending, posting, or 

sharing negative, harmful, false, or mean content about someone else. It can include sharing personal 

or private information about someone else causing embarrassment or humiliation. Some cyberbullying 

crosses the line into unlawful or criminal behaviour. 

 

It has recently been brought to my attention that some members of the Year 6 class are part of a WhatsApp group. 

Within this group, there have been clear incidents of cyber bullying, which have been shared with me. Individuals 

in the group have been making harmful comments about each other and other children within the class and the 

school.  

I have spoken to the children involved and the whole class about this. I am very concerned that the children are 

too immature to be using this form of social media, as they are clearly using this inappropriately. Regardless of 

whether your child is in the group, was directly involved or not, I need your support as parents to help us educate 

the children that this is not what social media should be used for. Your child may not have been involved directly 

this time, but if we allow these groups to go on, there is no guarantee they will not be next time, or they will not 

be on the receiving end of the insults. WhatsApp requires a minimum age of 16 but relies on the honesty of the 

child and family to adhere to the age restrictions.  

If you are going to allow your child to use WhatsApp, I urge you to keep a close eye on the contents of their chat 

and to have regular conversations with them regarding their safety. It is also imperative that you remind them 

about their duty to be responsible whilst using social media. 

In school, we teach online safety to the children every half term in their computing lessons. It is also covered each 

year as part of anti-bullying week. 
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I have been in touch with the local community police officer about this and asked them to come into the school 

to speak to the children around cyberbullying and the consequences of this. I am also in touch with the Head of 

Computing for Islington, to arrange a date for a parenting workshop, in which information can be shared on how 

to support your child in using mobile phones and social media positively moving forward. We offered the same 

workshop for parents last academic year.  

It is extremely important that we work together in this matter. We have outlined above only some of the things 

that we do in school to keep children as safe as we can, but we cannot do this alone. We ask that you take this 

opportunity to speak to your child about this situation. Should anything else arise from your discussions, please 

get in contact as soon as possible so together, we can support our children to make good, safe choices. 

 

If you wish to discuss the contents of this letter further, please contact me via the school office and I will be in 

touch.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Mrs Lindsey Hodgson 

Head of School 
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