
English and Maths at 

St John’s



Phonics



Spelling 

Spelling Phases
1.Explore & Investigate

2. Explore, Investigate & define

3. Teach, Model & Use

4. Practise

5. Reflect

6. Revisit & Practice

7. Revisit & Explore

8. Use, Apply & Assess



KS1 - Carousel Guided Reading



KS2 – Whole Class Reading
Word Experts Information Retrievers Justifying with 

Evidence
Digging for Deeper 
Meaning

Life Long Readers

2a- give/explain the 

meaning of words in 

context

2b- retrieve and record 

information

2d- make inferences from 

the text/explain and justify 

inferences with evidence 

from the text

2f- identify/explain how 

information/narrative 

content is related and 

contributes to meaning as 
a whole

Develop a love for 

reading!

2c- summarise main ideas from 

more than one paragraph

2g- identify/explain how 

meaning is enhanced 

through choice of words 

and phrases

2e- predict what might happen 

from details stated and implied

2h- make comparisons 

within the text



Writing

The Power of  

Reading

High Quality Texts







Cross-curricular literacy

• Engages and motivates
• Supports and challenges all children through 

a range of experiences that create a broad 
and rich basis for writing.



Our national curriculum

The expectation is that the majority of pupils will 

move through the programmes of study at broadly 

the same pace.

Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly should be 

challenged through rich and sophisticated problems. 

• become fluent in the fundamentals of maths, including through varied and 

frequent practice, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and recall 

and apply knowledge

• reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing

relationships and generalisations, and using mathematical language

• can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine 

and non-routine problems.



What does it 
mean to 
master 
something? 



Mastery of Maths is more...

•Achievable for all 
•Deep and sustainable learning
•The ability to build on something 
that has already been sufficiently 
mastered
•The ability to reason about a 
concept and make connections
•Conceptual and procedural fluency



Teaching for Mastery

• The belief that all pupils can achieve

• Keeping the class working together conceptually so that all 
can access and master mathematics

• Development of deep mathematical understanding

• Development of both factual/procedural and conceptual 
fluency

• Longer time on key topics, providing time to go deeper and 
embed learning



What is 
depth?





Concrete, Pictorial,
Abstract.

3 + 1 = 4

Concrete Pictorial
Abstract

Concrete or pictorial representations 

support students to understand abstract 

concepts





We use a range of resources to 
develop mathematical thinking



Once children are confident using the concrete resources they can then record them pictorially, again recording the digits 

alongside to ensure links are constantly being made between the concrete, pictorial and abstract stages.























We can look at an 
addition calculation as 
an example: 289 + 653

289
+ 653 
= 942



How You Can Dive Into This 
Seemingly Simple Question In More 
Detail

• If all children can ‘do’ the addition, have they mastered it?

• On the surface, it would appear so, but it tells you absolutely nothing about 
their knowledge and understanding of the numbers involved.

• Greater depth in maths in this instance means interacting with the numbers 
and getting to know them. You could ask a whole range of questions:

• How many prime numbers can you see?

• How many square numbers are there?

• Does the ‘ones’ column contain any cube numbers?

• Does the ‘hundreds’ column contain any perfect numbers? 

• Can you find the digital root of the first row of numbers (2 + 8 + 9 = 19, 1 + 9 
= 10, 1 + 0 = 1)

• Is the digital root of the second row greater than or less than the digital root of 
the answer?

• If you add up all the digits does this make a triangular number? (e.g. 2 + 8 + 9 
+ 6 + 5 + 3 + 9 + 4 + 2 = 48….no, the nearest triangular number is 45). 

• How is the answer to the addition written in Roman numerals? (CMXLII)



Progression in reasoning skills 



White Rose Maths resources



NCTEM resources



Working Walls




